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<Abstract>

Implications of the Educational Evaluation and Admissions Policies

in Sweden and Finland

Yoonmi Lee

This paper looks into the Swedish and Finnish practices in educational evaluation
and discusses the implications with regard to the Korean educational system.
Educational evaluation in Korea differs from the Nordic context in that most tests
are norm-referenced and are geared toward the admissions criteria of the higher
educational institutes. The high-stake exams in Korea have been considered the
sources of educational problems which lead to a vicious circle in education. In the
Swedish and Finnish cases, teachers practice higher degree of freedom or autonomy
in their classroom teaching and student evaluation (than their Korean counterparts).
Schooling in these countries focuses more on having the students reach the
achievement standards than ranking them to meet the selection criteria of the

universities (or the workplace).

[Keywords] Sweden, Finland, educational evaluation, admissions criteria,

achievement standards, goal-referenced testing



