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<Abstract>

Shifting Meanings of Korean National Symbols in Japanese
Occupation Period : Flag of Taegeuk, O—yat flower, and
Mugungwha

Mok, Soohyun *

After the Flag of Taegeuk was established as the official national flag in 1883,
many national symbols were established in Daehan empire period. For instance, the
O—yat(plum) flower, the falcon, and the Mugungwha(hibiscus) each respectably
symbolized the royal family, the emperor, and the nation's land and they were used
for post stamps, cash, Orders, and other printed materials. But during the time of
Japanese Occupation Period, such national symbols were banned and therefore the
meanings of those symbols also changed.

The Flag of Taegeuk was used for national holidays and at the sports meeting of
schools during the 1890s. As Korea lost her sovereignty to Japan, the significance of
the flag of Taegeuk acquired a new meaning for national identity of Koreans who
lived in foreign countries and it also symbolized the recovery of the Korean
sovereignty during the March First Movement. The significance of the flag of
Taegeuk changed from the symbol of sovereignty to that of the nation and her
people as a whole.

When the O—vyat flower pattern was first used from the 1890s to the 1900s,
there was not so much difference between the imperial family and the nation. But
when Soonjong became the emperor in 1907, the O—yat flower was used more as
the royal crest. The new flag of emperor(fHf£) was representative of the royal
family rather then of the nation.

The Mugungwha was used on the Orders and civil officer’s uniforms as the
national symbol during Daehan Empire period. But it was replaced by the O—yat
flower in 1905 as the uniforms changed. But Koreans who were living in foreign

% Research Professor, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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countries actively used the Mugungwha, along with the flag of Taegeuk as symbols
of Korea,

Since Daehan Empire lost her sovereignty to Japan, various national symbols lost
their significance to represent an independent nation. But the flag of Taegeuk and
the Mugungwha was used to recover the power of sovereignty. Such changes in the
meanings of the national symbols is significant in the sense that it was not
implemented by the authorities, bur rather voluntarily enacted through those without
power,

Key Words : National symbol, Dachan Empire, national flag, flag of Emperor,
Taegguk, O—yat(plum) flower, Mugungwha(hihiscus), national
anthem, the Japanese Occupation Period
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