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<Abstract>

The Shushu Knowldge and Calendrial Astronomy in King
Chongjo Period: The Chonserydk (Millenium Calendar) and the
Hyopkilt ongtii (General Meaning of Selection)

Jun, Yong Hoon *

In this paper, I examined the context of the publication of two books,
Ch'énserydk (Millenium Calendar) and the Hydpkilt ongiti (General Meaning of
Selection) in King Chdngjo period(1777~1800), which are, respectively, related to the
caledrical astronomy and shushu knowledge. Shushu and calendrical astronomy were
originally linked with each other. Four kinds of time units, year, month, date, and
hour, were seriously concerned with in taking the auspices, and they were deployed
by the astronomical method of calendar making. From the seventeenth century when
western calendar adopted in Chosdn kingdom, Korea has sought for a deeper
understanding of western astronomy and became to be equiped with suitable
calendar making skills applying western astronomy in the mid—eighteenth century.
The publication of Chdnserydk in King Chongjo period shows that Korea has
reached the complete understanding of western astronomy and succeeded in
calculating long term calendar of one hundred year future. The Hydpkilt ongifi, a
compendium on hour and date selection, employed a new Korean time standard
compiled by the observation of seasonal culminating star and the cross—check with
the calculation. In King Chéngjo period, Korea was equipped with the best
astronomical understanding and calendar making skill, and this made it possible to
build a new shushu text with Korean time standard.

Key Words : shushu, selection, Chédnserydk (Millenium Calendar), Hydpkilt ongilii
(General Meaning of Selection), western astronomy, calendar

* Assistant Professor for Humanities Karea Project Team, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul
National University
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