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ABSTRACT

The Translation and Acculturation of the Concept
of ‘Ethics’ in Modern China

Yi, Hye-Gyung

The term ‘fff”> was first circulated in modern East Asia as a
translated term for ‘ethics.” The Japanese, who had first carried out
this translation, had adopted ‘fiif” from the Liji, one of the Confucian
scriptures. As with the Japanese, modern Chinese intellectuals first
accepted fm¥# as the product of modern European civilization, but as
their understanding of European civilization changed, so did their
principles of behavior. Thus, the connotations associated with ffiF’
also changed.

This paper examined the changes which took place regarding the
connotations of the ‘f@f> concept through the writings of the
modern Chinese intellectuals who were especially eager to import
modern European civilization, such as Liang Chiqiao, Chi Yuanpei
and Hu Shi.

The changes which took place in the understanding of ‘ethics’
reflect the changes which occurred regarding the acceptance of modern
European civilization. Chinese intellectuals considered civilization to
mean the following: the pursuit of Chinese independence through the
enhancement of national prosperity and defense, according to Liang;

the establishment of the republic, according to Chi; and a way of—life
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which would bring the greatest happiness to the greatest number, of
people according to Hu Shi. In addition, such altered understandings of
modern European civilization also reflect how the Chinese regarded the
principles which guided their actions. Underlying this was a common
factor that all Chinese shared: a closeness with Confucianism which

was not easily left behind.

Keywords: Ethics, Science of Ethics, Confucianism, Morality,
Self-Cultivation



