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ABSTRACT

Color Experience and Reductive Explanation

—A Defense of Dispositional Higher-order Theory —

Kim, Hyo-Eun

This paper argues for a form of representational theory of color
and Peter Carruthers’ dispositionalist version of the higher-order
thought theory. The dispositionalist account is a higher-order thought
theory, yet overcomes the shortcomings of both the first-order
theory and the higher-order thought theory. The theory I embrace
explains conscious states such as color perception as available to a
higher-order of thought. The difficulty with the account lies in its
non-categorical and its non-actual characteristics that become its
strength in explicating the different forms of non-phenomenally
conscious perceptual states. On the downside, the account seems to
have difficulty in explaining the non-dispositional nature of our
perceptual experience. Rosenthal criticizes that the theory has
difficulty explaining our phenomenal aspects of mental states
because disposition alone has no causal role in making the
information actual. 1 argue against this criticism by raising the
question of the received assumption that our perceptual experience
is intrinsic. The impression that our color experience is intrinsic
might be misleading due to the short time slot in observation.
Unlike the traditional characteristic of color, our color experience

can be dispositional depending on the duration of observation. In
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conclusion, Carruthers’ dispositional account of higher-order thought

theory is a more refined account that it is consistent with scientific
facts of color and that it specifies different kinds of nonconscious

color perception.
Keywords: Color, Disposition, Higher-Order Theory, Cognitive
Complexity, Non-Conscious Perception



