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ABSTRACT

The Problem of Being and Subject in Bergson’s
Philosophy of Consciousness —a Study of Free Will

Lee, Seon-Hui

A key to understand with precision the notions of duration,
matter, memory, life, creation, etc. which play important roles
throughout Bergson’s philosophy, is realizing how he conceives
consciousness. Bergson’s consciousness is a subject that internally
gathers and unifies the disruptions between a reflexive consciousness
and a sensitive one, or between the subject and the object; at the
same time, it is movement that is indissociable from the being.
The aim of this article is to clarify the fact that his first work,
Free Will, lays the foundation for the origin of knowledge and
every phenomenon, in that it shows the presence of consciousness
which is opened in its internal presence toward a being. The idea
of intensive size reveals a double, disrupted operation of consciousness,
which is on the path of bringing the idea out; Bergson, in his
search to return to the base of this operation, discovers the duration
of consciousness as being a pure activity of consciousness. This
duration is a mode of being of consciousness which is co-moving
(sympathetic) equally with a being, and shows the possibility of

liberty, which conserves its own movement.

Keywords: Bergson, Consciousness, Duration, Intensity, Rhythm, Liberty



