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HEE e A= VRHoE HE &Fs EHH 7|E3(literary
inscription)’(£¢] 7]=3}7))glal Eti(Latour and Woolgar(1986[1979],
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So1s) A58 B FUsH AR U, R o)
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Al 1 B S A AR el St Aol
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ABSTRACT

The Production of Facts and Laboratory Space

Lee, Sang-Won

In this paper, I will examine how experimental facts are produced
in laboratory spaces. I will argue around the concept of ‘inscription’
raised by Latour and Woolgar. In such an argument, 1 try to
compare the view of Latour and Woolgar’s on the nature of
scientific facts with logical positivism and relativism. The concept
of ‘construction of facts’ by Latour and Woolgar does not mean
that scientists make facts regardless of nature; nor does it mean
they grasp the brute facts in nature. Rather, it refers toong, slow,
and practical craftsman’s work by use of experimental instruments.
There are possibilities of alternative interpretations of experimental
results both in the process of experimental debates and even
following the debates. It is a dynamic stability. Some microscopic
facts can only be known by the help of specific experimental
devices, i.e an inscription device. TRF(H) is such an example.
Experimental facts are ‘local’ in this sense. I show the meaning of
the concept of ‘instrument-dependent reality’ by referring to cases
like TRF(H). Locality and the concept of construction, however, do
not support relativism and anti-realism but rather rationalism and
realism in a limited sense. The concept of construction of facts help
to understand how reliable facts can be realized in laboratory

spaces.
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