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ABSTRACT

Young-Jeong Kim’s Thesis and

Normal Conditionals

Park, Jeong-Il

The late Professor Young-Jeong Kim  propounded the
‘Presupposition Logic’ program, longing for harmony between
critical thinking and formal logic. Unfortunately that program is
regarded as a failure, but I believe that Young-Jeong Kim’s thesis
is still relevant. Young-Jeong Kim’s thesis asserts that both a
universal proposition and a particular one should be considered as a
quantified proposition which contains a conditional. Professor
Young-Jeong Kim asserts that a universal affirmative proposition
and a particular affirmative one must be symbolized as (Vx)(Sx D
Px) and (dx) (Sx D Px), respectively. However, I believe that the
fundamental reason that Professor Young-Jeong Kim’s program
could not help but end in failure is that he regarded our conditional
as a material implication (conditional). Hence we need to consider
the case that in Young-Jeong Kim’s thesis, a material implication
should be replaced with a conditional which is used in our real
language practice, that is, Wittgenstein’s normal conditional.
According to this “modified Young-Jeong Kim’s thesis,” a universal
affirmative proposition and a particular affirmative one must be
symbolized as (Vx)(Sx — Px) and (dx)(Sx — Px), respectively.
Then, the modified Young-Jeong Kim’s thesis plays an important
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role in providing an important key and the path to for grasp the
characteristics of a normal conditional. Furthermore, after we arrange
our thoughts in regard to this matter, we will come to know that
the Gibbard phenomenon in which both A — B and A — ~B are
true does not exist, and come to realize how confusing the previous
thoughts about conditionals are. In a nutshell, we can investigate
what consequences can be derived if we maintain this modified
thesis consistently after we combine Wittgenstein’s normal conditional
with Young-Jeong Kim’s thesis. And through this we can ascertain
that it is possible to maintain the modified Young-Jeong Kim’s
thesis, that we can rehabilitate the traditional opposition square, that
the negation of a normal conditional p — q is p — ~q, that there
is another kind of use for a normal conditional(=), and that the

contraposition of p — q is ~q = ~p.

Keywords: Young-Jeong Kim, Wittgenstein, Young-Jeong Kim’s
Thesis, Normal Conditional, Modified Young-Jeong
Kim’s Thesis, Material Implication, Opposition Square,

Negation of a Conditional



