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<Abstract>
Korean Presidentialism and Its Sustainability
Chong, Jong-Sup’

This article explores the wvalidity and sustainability of the presidential
government that is adopted by the current Korean Constitution.

Despite the democratization in politics and human rights in 1990s and the
change of government for four times, Korea still holds various social and
political problems. These are the consequence of the following issues: the
Korean society’s incapability of carrying out democratic development, conflicts
within the society, the arbitrary operation of the government by a president and
his presidential administration, the failure of country’s affairs due to Korean
“regionalism/localism” regarding distribution of resources and communication
among citizens, distortion of civil service system, the “winner-takes-all” social
ideal and others. Furthermore, Korea’s authoritarian tendency embedded within
its political sphere and frequent corruptions and embezzlement done by a president
and politicians also restrain the development of “true” democratic society.

This article proves that these reasons significantly contribute the practicality of
Korea’s current presidential government. However, these problems can be solved
neither by the individual-level apologies of politicians nor through legislation
that Korea should repeal its presidential government and seek to find a proper
and practical form of a government that can encompasses its unique political,
social and cultural properties. The possible forms could be something similar to
the semi-presidentialism or the parliamentarism. This article concludes that the
current Korean presidentialism is difficult to remain valid for the administration

and social development of Korea in the near future and therefore, its
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sustainability is questionable.

Keywords: presidentialism, sustainability of the Korean presidentialism, semi-presi-

dentialism, parliamentarism



