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Abstract

Candlelight Protests and South Korean Democracy

Leem, Kyung Hoon*

This study examines the defects of the Korean democracy which were highlighted
by the candle protests in 2008. Criticizing the arguments for direct democracy
based on so called “swarm intelligence” of the “multitude,” it stresses the need for
institutional reforms to improve responsiveness and accountability of the Korean
representative democracy. Political reforms, the author notes, so far have failed to
promote the growth of policy-oriented parties because they have not addressed
the weakness of the National Assembly. The author calls for change in our way of
thinking regarding political reforms and emphasizes the need for significant changes

in the distribution of power between the President and the National Assembly.

Keywords: variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, candlelight protests, crisis of

representative democracy, political reforms, multitude

Professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Seoul National University



