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Abstract

The Problems of Science Communication in Korea:

Focusing on the “Mad Cow Disease” Controversy

Youn, Sugmin® and Cho, Kyung Min**

This study considers the aspects of science communication in relation to BSE
(Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy, or MCD, Mad Cow Disease) risk and the
candlelight demonstration, swept away Korean society in 2008. To begin with, the
BSE affair was fully described. The serious risks of U. S. Beef Import reported by
‘PD notebook’ became an issue, and millions of citizens, anxious about mad cow
disease fears, gathered in the candlelight demonstration to denounce Lee Myungbak
government for the erroneous decision. This study attempts to delineate the BSE
affair objectively, along with salient events, governmental responses and the reactions
of media and public. For understanding BSE phenomenon, this article set forth
a science communication model that describes the flow of scientific information
in our society. The scientific information is processed by communication nodes,
including the ‘source’ who produces and communicates the scientific knowledge,
the ‘mediator,’ ‘public,” and the ‘scientific knowledge’ itself. Based on this, this paper

discusses structural problems existing in science communication.

Keywords: science communication model, BSE risk, mad cow disease fear,

candlelight demonstration, PD notebook, scientific knowledge
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