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16) Pietz, "The Problem of the Fetish, 1" p. 7.
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<Abstract>

Fetishism: The History of Idea and its
Meaning in Korea

Won-il Bhang(Seoul National University)

Fetish emerged in the cross-cultural space of the coast of
West Africa in 16™ and 17" centuries. European traders considered
West African’s worship as the attribution of reversed values to
material objects. Fetish was reported to European intellects
through travel reports such as Willem Bosman’s book. In 1760,
Charels de Brosses generalized this West-African phenomenon into
a basic religion and proposed a concept fetishism,

In Religious Studies, fetishism took position as the first theory
of religion for centuries, but, since the late 19th century, was
considered as an old-fashioned theory. However, it was revaluated
in economy and psychology by Marx and Freud. Meanwhile,
throughout Protestant missionaries’s fields, it acquired more
aggressive implication against native’s worship.

In the late 19" and the early 20" century, Protestant
missionaries in Korea shared this implication, but developed into
two ways. In one way, they applied fetishism as an iconoclastic
concept against Shamanism, In the other way, a group of
missionaries, such as George Heber Jones and Homer Hulbert, tried
to set fetishism as a terminology for describing a major character
of Korean religion. Their attempts held for a short time, but it
foreshadows the scholarly interest in the materiality in Korean
religion,
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