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An Ethnography of Fishing in Irabuzima
(Okinawa, Japan)

Chun Kyung-soo

This paper focuses on an ethnography of fish and fishing at Irabuzima in
Okinawa, Japan. Fieldwork was conducted between July 4th and 16th, 2000
and supported by the Ministry of Education and University of the Ryukyus
in Japan. Fishermen in Irabuzima have their own folk knowledges on fish
and fishing and professional fishermen are usually fishing tunas apart from
islands and lagoons.

Fishes are different from the places in and near ocean and fishermen must
be fully equipped with those knowledges about fishing. Wives do also have
adapted with the various kinds of fishes for cooking and preparing for
meals. Junior high school boys and girls have a chance to participate into
fishing on tuna-boats for boys as well as the bushi processing factory for girls
on the basis of school curriculla in relation with community cooperation.

Tuna has been acknowledged as one of the best-chosen fishes in Japan
especially because most of the Japanese cuisines are basically connected with
the dried and sliced tuna(katsuo-bushis). Fishermen in tuna-boats are used to
be recruited in connection with friendship as well as kinship networks and
they used to spend for several months together for fishing in the South
Pacific and the portion of the tuna fishing has been greatly influenced in
Irabuzima in terms of economy and society. Recently, changing atmosphere

of the international agreement for fishing has also impacted the tuna fishing
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and the result of it does also affected the lives in Irabuzima.

There has been a meticulous research on Irabuzima fishermen’s tuna-
fishing in the South Pacific and an interesting study of acculturation
between Japanese crews and Solomonese ones on long-standing fishing
lives has also been undercovered. The author of this paper forsees the
future research related with this ethnography of fishing based on this

preliminary report.



