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1.Bismillahiramanirahim

2.Cup takacup-kacup

3.Tumbuh di padang sibui-bui

4. Takacup kacup-ku

5. Sotollah Allah tatogak dii

6. Aku mamakai “Kunci kati Fatima”
7. Sompit belubang ja'um
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8. Koing abu dapur
9. Kosang sabut sekoping
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10. Hangat sepoti tempuyung 10. AebE =41

11. Podeh sepoti lado bepatah 11. 3134y Wi

12. Asin sepoti ga'am seisak 12. A gasial

13. Lomak sepoti nio nan gulo 13. oALGYE Y&k 712X

14. Pintu sogo si patima 14. "jejule] H=to] Fo|o]

15. Apo nan pulang ke o'ang 15. ThE ARFEANAIR 71= AL

16. Ambe sepoti ketopang nio 16. oA 7o Fo|gha}

17. Sojuk sepoti ayi di dapur 17. Bojo] 50| AL

18, Tuah ran pulang ke oang 18, oJeft Ao Tk ARSI 1 Aolet
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Indonesian Petalangan Women’s Obscene Spells:

Language, Desire and the Body

Kang, Yoonhee®

This article explores the interplay among language practices, desire,
and the body through a sociolinguistic analysis of Petalangan women’s
obscene magic spells called "Monto Cabul." "Monto Cabul" is a Petalangan
women’s genre that intends to increase sexual satisfaction between
spouses. Petalangans believe that the performance of monto cabul can
manage their bodies and sexual desires. Many women recite the spells in
order to 'open desire' for their husbands' sexual satisfaction before sexual
intercourse. On the other hand, women also use the spells to 'close the
body' afterwards to protect their bodies. By describing and analyzing
language features and patterns found in these magic spells, I show how
Petalangan cultural notions of sexual desire and the body are linguistically
constituted and socially embedded in their social relations.

Unlike many previous studies that have presumed "women's

resistance” in women’s genres, I focus on ambiguity and multivocality of
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women's voices found in the performance of Petalangan obscene spells.
Through an analysis of the spells in the levels of texts as well as their
social uses, I demonstrate how Petalangan women actively appropriate
and utilize their dominant social conventions to represent the female body
and desire. At the same time, I also argue how Petalangann women
construct and perform their subversive views of the female body against
their dominant Islamic gender ideology. Ironically, Petalangan women’s
usage of magic spells reveals women so 'rational' as to control their desires,
while the Petalagans’ dominant Islamic gender discourse describes the
relation of men and women as the dichotomy between ‘reason’ (akal) and
'desire’ (nafsu). Therefore, the Petalangan women’s genre reveals the fluid
and multiple subjectivities of Petalangan women, by deploying various

notions of the body and desire in diverse social relations and contexts.
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