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(Key Concepts) : local history, local history movement, community, local
culture, local society, shizenson, Izu Shirahama, agar culture

Social History and Local History Movement
in a Japanese Village :

A Case Study of Izu-Shirahama

Park, Dongseong*

This paper conducts a case study of Shirahama to discuss the local
history movement. It uses local historic events and culture as a push factor
to revive the community and its values.

Shirahama, despite being a strongly-tied community, always contains
conflict and confrontation internally. Though Shirahama suffered under
severe feudal lords in the Tradition Period, class distinction emerged
among the inhabitants. Discrimination by class continued after the modern
age when the class distinction was abolished and resulted in the transfer
of the socially-weak to other villages.

Agar, because of its economic value, was an important community
resource in Shirahama, making it a good material for a case study to
understand the local history movement that schemes for the revival of the

community nowadays. Community, often intermediated by an economic

* Senior Researcher, Institute of Cross-Cultural Studies
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element, is a social unit including cultural traits. Because agar was the
material base that held a community together, some inhabitants attempt
to use it as a historical item to revive the community characteristics of
the past. Common space and the history, although not shared altogether,
play a sufficient role in maintaining the central axis of the community.
Therefore, once the central axis is maintained, then the history revives and
is maintained. Some inhabitants of Shirahama try to use “agar culture”
as the historical background and a material item of the local history to
be maintained. The local history movement is a continuation from the past

and an extension of the present and to the future.
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