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(Key concepis): Paraguay, Guairefio, European Immigrants, Ethnicity,
Othering

Influx of European Immigrants and
the othering of ‘Guairefio’:

A Case of Villarrica City in Paraguay

Gu, Gyoungmo*

This study is designed to look over the process of the ‘Guaireno’
othering as a local group by Paraguayans.

The othering of ‘Guairefio’ started as European immigrants began
settling in Villarrica, home to ‘Guairefio’. It was the war, “Grand
War(Guerra Grande)”, broken out in 1865 that brought European
immigrants to Villarrica in a drove. After losing the war, Paraguay,
suffering from population shortage and the intervention on its
internal affairs by war winners led by Argentina, had to allow
foreigners to freely move in and out of the country. After the war,
railways were constructed on the British capital and Villarrica
became a trade center resulting in big inflows of foreigners.

Foreign immigrants seized the ‘Guairefio’ community on the
strength of their advanced capital and represented the ‘Guairefio’.
From that time on, Paraguayans started calling Villarrica ‘City of

Foreigners’ and began to categorize ‘Guairefio’ as a special group

* Lecturer, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Yeungnam University
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of people. As categorized, ‘Guairefios’ stood against the ruling power
and launched “Civil War (Guerra Civil)” (1947) and “Guerrilla
Warfare (Movimiento 14 del Mayo)” (1959) and were ideologically
othered by Paraguayans.

36 Tdjmstalt; A43] 25(2008)



