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LFUSoA “T=RASRE A wiEe " Al dase
“FEL R A9oR MESit) ol AlEo| 7 Wk 2002
d Al BT FEE 7RRIA oL AR EAe S Bt
ofe} “ZRlolut Fe, ARIARzo] gl T vjY Bz Jooja” gk
AP3EEAA “Ald71w| A2 “HS|A” i1

15 ARlolME “HE olop|(the talk of crime)’1607} x| 082
S, “o=e” B “EHATA7E RS BF ool ¥
& YFUSA AolA sHlA el A Aot YFRIE Alolo]
A ‘=, A=HAORRY, ‘FE S0l AR Hof| &3, #Zo]
WA A1aIE shA] @l ARl R HaIch= 5O ¥, £, A3
off Tt Z2AS0] A== s, 23 Y5F Aol Ak
2=l ol AL B AR iRt £2F2 w4l e HAp|=
3t

ol W2 olop|E2 AMdE PANE HHEd) e =S40 o
ARt A2 - 23} - FAA wiEE 7R Aol Zol ARe A
23t B9 £A7H YT 7540l 7] wielth E o]t o=t
Ql olFeFAEE AR 3K #-8U4vt AR A|Ho)7] wiZo &
& UL FSIAL BHIE Fals 52 ARde] 4A doid + e
0|7 sk AAIZ QMlollA 2=RlE0] AR 2 MRQ| 1/3 o
o] ZZApo|n, 7|e} FApo| Aul olifo s Y29 giREe 74
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(Key concepts): native resident, foreign migrants workers’ influx, economic
profit, urban fear, coexistence, knowledge, cognitive map

Native Residents’ Strategies Responding to Foreign
Migrant Workers’ Influx:

A Case Study of Wongok-dong, Ansan

Lee, Seon Hwa*

This study examines the changing process of native residents
after migrant people flow into their community. The mass inflow
of foreign migrant workers in Ansan is related to the change of its
industrial condition in Korea. To solve manpower shortages in
manufacturing industry, Korean government received foreign migrant
workers. They flowed into Wongok-dong, Ansan because it had a
large scale manufacturing industrial complex.

The recent flow of foreign migrant workers revitalized
community’s economic condition. Yet, foreigners having instable
status and economic difficulties bring fear for native residents. Also,
they did not have any chance to learn Korean culture and order, so
they are inclined to violate order. Adding to this stereotype, the
Korean media represents foreign workers as people who are likely
to commit crimes. Wongok-dong turned to a town with a bad

reputation of dangerous place.

* Graduate Student, Department of Anthropology, Seoul National University
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As times go on, native residents’ negative attitude for foreign
migrant workers have changed. They have built continuous
interactions  through  retailer-customer and landlord-tenant
relationships in everyday lives. Also, native residents witness
intensive social and legal control to migrant workers. Through these
series of shared events and close relationships, native residents have
chances to understand workers’ situation.

Native residents recognize the changed community space. This
cognitive mapping is the way of native residents’ managing fear
about strangers. Foreign workers who were the fear groups to native
residents are now neighbors who are living together with the Korean
natives. However, natives have not accepted workers as their perfect
neighbors yet. Some of them do not want to get along with workers
because they live Wongok-dong only for living purposes. But many
native residents try to solve public security problems, and they work
together to develop the community.

This study explains the changes of life and recognition of native
residents coping with problems occurred after flow in of foreign
migrant workers. And it can also be applicable to the study of
migrants’ influx changing urban social order and making new urban
culture for the urbanites in general.
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