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{Key concepts): culture-scape, urbanization, rural-urban continuum, blurred
boundary, consumption, conspiracy, reproduction of relations

Everyday Life World of Contemporary
Chinese Peasants:

Structure of Space and Expansion of Relations (Guanxi)

Kim, Kwang Ok*

During the past three decades of de-collectivization and
urbanization process in China, not only the urban sector but also
rural area have drastically changed to practice modernity. In case
of Dongying village in Shandong province, the communal enterprises
were disbanded and peasants have come to secure non-agricultural
jobs by way of contract with newly established factories and
sub-factories in neighouring small cities and townships. Having
secured a favorable economic income in the local industrial structure,
people of high educational background tend to base in the village
and commute to neigbouring cities and towns. On the other hand,
those who have moved to neighbouring cities, have kept their
original peasant staus (nongmin hukou) so as to maintain their access
to the land as the village member. Manipulating this double-status,
individualized peasants contest and compromise with the state in

order to maximize their interest.

* Professor, Seoul National University
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As the village is no longer a communal unit and the village
government does not exercise its power and authority over the
people, the village is becoming a place where people is
simultaneously practicing the state-introduced modernity and their
own tradition at the same time. In addition to the improved
transportation system, the genre of urban consumer life has
penetrated into the peasant everyday world. As the life sphere of
the peasants is expanding in the fields of schooling, life style,
consumption, economic opportunities, and forms of residence, the
rural-urban boundary is also becoming blurred. In the sphere of
social relations, it can be observed that the peasants are reproducing
their traditional resources such as kinship and marriage relations,
alumni ties (shaoyou guanxi), relations based on home village or
town (tongxiang) to cope with the radical changes in social and
economic life. As a whole, the rural landscape has been restructured
to produce a new culture-scape in which people’s social memories
contest with the public history of the state. This paper maintains,
however, that what is practiced in everyday life world of the
peasants in contemporary China needs to be understood in terms of
conspiracy between the state and society, rather than as a form of

resistance to or competition with the state power.
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