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{Key conceptsy: caravan, emporium, market, merchandise, merchant, port,
trade

Trade in the Ancient Southeastern
Mediterranean Kingdoms:

Syria, Jordan, and Egypt

Han, Sang—Bok*

This is a study of land and sea trade routes, emporia, ports of
trade, and characteristics of trade in the ancient (4th century B.C.
to 7th century A.D.) Southeastern Mediterranean kingdoms including
Syria, Jordan, and Egypt. The data were collected during the period
of field trip in the above countries in July, 2008. Field observation
and interview with field guides were conducted for the primary data
collection in the archaeological sites and museums. Archaeological
excavation reports and related literature were utilized as the
secondary data.

The main contents of this paper are as follows.

(1) The ancient land trade routes and major emporia were
described and presented on the maps. As major emporia, in
particular, Petra, Palmyra, Jerash, Bosra, Damascus, Dura Europos,
Aleppo, and Cairo were described in the context of caravanserai,

trade, and markets.

* Professor Emeritus, Department of Anthropology, Seoul National University.
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(2) The ancient sea trade routes and major ports of trade were
described and presented on the maps. As major ports of trade, in
particular, Alexandria, Clysma, Myos Hormos, Leukos Limen, and
Berenice on the Mediterranecan and Red Sea coasts were described
in the context of their peak trade activities.

(3) The main characteristics of trade in the ancient Southeastern
Mediterranean kingdoms were interpreted in terms of trade
personnel, import and export merchandises, trade routes and
transportations, caravanserai and other necessary facilities, and tariff
and trade activities.

(4) Finally, in conclusion, the identified and interpreted
characteristics of trade were reinterpreted in terms of ‘tamkarum’
and ‘administered or treaty trade’ conceptualized by Karl Polanyi in
his book The Livelihood of Man.
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