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<Abstract>

Available Sources and Methodological
Reflections on the Study of Ancient
Chinese Mythology

Kim, Hyunja(Seoul National University)

The two great Projects of establishing The Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology
and inquiring the Origins of the Chinese Civilization are attempts to trace
from the mythologized memories the history of chinese civilization to the
beginnings. The Director of The Chronology Project affirms the scientific
multidisciplinary research of the work, yet scholars of both Chinese and
Western have devated hotly the validity of dating some chronicles. The
present work makes some methodological reflections on the study of the
ancient chinese mythology by beginning with three controversies relative
to the Xia as follows :@ archeological site of the Xia |
astro-historiographies of five-planets conjunction and solar eclipse
occurred at early times of the Xia. On closer examination, the terms
themselves of the records suggest later productions relied on astrological
beliefs. This says that researchers participated in the Project made less
attentions, to say nothing of critical examinations, on the textual
informations which they were using. The same is true of the Origins of
the Chinese Civilization Project. So this paper goes on exploring
characteristics of Three Majesties and Five Emperors in early texts, and
completes the working by inspecting carefully some points of view and
methods of analysis of the researchers as well as by making critical
examinations into the values of available sources in the study of the



T3 AgAs A7, M8 A5 Ui B 47 97

chinese myths.

Key Words: The Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology Project, The Beginnings of
the Chinese Civilization Project, five-planets conjunction,
solar eclipse, Three Majesties, Five Emperors, Short
Calendar of the Xia, Bamboo Annals, Ancient Text, Modern
Text, Pseudo-Ancient Text, mythéme





