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ABSTRACT

Can Sandel’s Civic Republicanism Resolve

“Democracy’s Discontent”?

Kim, Eun-Hee

Sandel claims the following four theses in his idea of republicanism.
First, public forums should not exclude religious or moral discourses.
Second, it is the formation of civic virtues in order for people to
be capable of self-rule that is the most important good of political
society. Third, we need to introduce the political economy capable
of precluding ‘market society’ that extends to every spheres of our
life. Finally, the feasible alternative to global ‘market society’
system is the pluralistic republicanism implying dispersed sovereignty.
There might be four main objections to those theses. First, Sandel
is an anti-modernist communitarian in that he does not separate the
moral or religious sphere from the political, and suggests integrationist
values. Second, his republicanism is not distinguishable from liberalism
that he makes efforts to criticize. Third, it is not feasible to preclude
global ‘market society’ systems by means of dispersed sovereignty
alone. Finally, there is an incoherence in his two main ideas, that
is, the conception of civic virtue and the pluralistic republicanism.
This essay is to show that first two objections can be replied by
suggesting the deeper and more exact interpretation of his ideas,
and that, nevertheless, there remain difficulties he needs to resolve

as to last two objections. Sandel should deal with them more seriously.
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