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ABSTRACT

An Examination of Liang Qichao’s ‘Public Virtue’

in Relation to the Civic Virtue of Republicanism

Yi, Hye-Gyung

This paper aims to examine, from the perspective of modern
Republicanism, Liang Qichao’s focus on the promotion of ‘virtue’ in
his conception of the modern state. In particular, by comparing his
stance to that of Hukuzawa Yukichi, who regarded ‘intellect’ as the key
for civilization, the uniquely Chinese vis-a-vis Japanese characteristics
present in Liang’s conception of modernism are identified. Hukuzawa
regarded civilization to be the achievement of freedom through the
development of intellect, and predicted that growth in the intellect of
the public would be accompanied by growth in individual virtue in the
public sphere - in other words, public virtue - which was also based
on intellect. In relation to this, it was maintained that the identity of
the Chinese could be symbolized by ‘private virtue’, which he
disparaged as a characteristic of an uncivilized society. Liang Qichao,
who studied Hukuzawa’s theory of civilization, adopted some of
Hukuzawa’s criticisms of China; however, in contrast to Hukuzawa’s
disparaging view, he chose to regard ‘private virtue’ as providing the
foundations of ‘public virtue’. In other words, he utilized Confucianism
- a resource that the Chinese already had - as a tool which generated
individual actions that went beyond individual interest and were done

for the greater good. In doing so, Liang could hope for the swift
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realization of the concentration of national power, which was urgently
required. Yet, this also meant the denial of individual right to freedom
and equality which, according to Republicanism, must be a prerequisite
for attaining the greater good. Therefore, while it is difficult to make
a connection between the public virtue of Liang Qichao and the civic
virtue of Republicanism, it may be argued that Liang’s discussions of
public virtue demonstrate the contributions that Confucian virtue may
make towards the cultivation of civic virtue, and the dangers that may

accompany such an attempt.

Keywords: Liang Qichao (%), Hukuzawa Yukichi (i),

public virtue (), public intellect (A7), Republicanism





