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ABSTRACT

The Conception of Philosophy in Merleau-Ponty's
Phenomenology of Perception

Park, Shin-Wha

This essay aims to investigate the concept of philosophy in
Phenomenology of Perception, which is an early work of
Merleau-Ponty. According to his main position, philosophy is the
thinking and expression of our experiences through language. Here, the
fundamental question of what the relation between experience itself and
experience thought and expressed by signification is raised.
Merleau-Ponty considers this question as a question about the relation
between perception and language in the plan of the phenomenology of
perception. To begin with, the phenomenon of language is defined as
that of perception in consideration of its manner of appearance
[experience]. Second, the phenomenon of language demands,
nevertheless, an additional situation of the eruption of senses on
(natural) perception. In other words, there is a structural ‘identity’ and
a ‘modal’ difference between perception and language. This double
relation between the two induces the author's peculiar conception of

philosophy, which we can deduce in the chapter entitled “cogito.”

Keywords: Merleau-Ponty, perception, thought, language, conception
of philosophy








