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ABSTRACT

Higher-order Theory of Consciousness and the

Problem of Misrepresentation

Kim, Hyo-Eun

The possibility of radical higher-order misrepresentation has been
raised by Block as an important counter-case to the higher-order thought
theory of consciousness. The problem of misrepresentation helps us to
re-examine traditional questions such as the distinction between
appearance and reality, the two interpretations of ‘seeming’, and the
intrinsic and the relational notions of ‘what it is like to be a conscious
state.” I argue that Rosenthal’s and Weisberg’s attempts to account for
the case of higher-order misrepresentation are not successful, because the
higher order thought theory faces a dilemma between a variety of the
first-order theory and a version of the third-order theory. Furthermore,
evidence from psychological experiments on change blindness and
inattentional blindness reveals that first-order representation as well as
second-order representation plays a significant role in determining the

content of conscious experience.

Keywords: higher-order theory of consciousness, radical misrepresentation,
appearance / reality, seeming, awareness, intrinsic/ relational

property, change blindness





