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ABSTRACT

Education and Social Change:
Rousseau and Kant

Kang, Seong-Hun

According to Rousseau, history is a result of human adaptation to
changing circumstances. Perfectibilité (the faculty of
self-development) of man is one such faculty of the adaptation.
Individuals live in isolation but shift to a social state by means of
this faculty, dominance and subordination between individuals
deepen, and finally all people become subordinate to one person.
The people then return to the first social state (isolation) by
revolting against this state of subordination. Rousseau's The Social
Contract seeks to give humankind a framework for breaking out of
this vicious cycle that defines human history by connecting the
revolution with the ideal political body.

According to Kant, though, the aforementioned cycle defines history
because it is the inevitable product of human nature. The process is a
self-education course for mankind as a species, and the end of it is not
severance from history but the perfection of history. The perfectibility
(the ability to achieve perfection) of human nature completes the
process of mankind turning to evil but then returning to the good.

In both, education is not a solution by which the existing
political body can be changed. For Rousseau, change is the vocation

of the lawgiver by special religion and education is a solution that
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maintains the ideal political body established by the change. For
Kant, the ideal political body is not a result but a condition of
education. Political freedom allows the self-education of mankind to
take place; a free political body is then established by a ruler, not
the people.

In conclusion, the notion that Rousseauian and Kantian thought
can serve as the philosophical basis of the thesis “social change

through education” needs to be reconsidered.

Keywords: Rousseau, Kant, education, political body, perfectibilité,
perfectibility





