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Smith), H&&2: <d(Douglas Allen), €l o] =(William Paden) & &
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Mircea Eliade, and Henry Corbin at Eranos (Princeton: Princeton
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9) Jonathan 7. Smith, ZRelating Religion: FEssays in the Study of
Religion (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004), 94-96,
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o2& Mircea Eliade, “Methodological Remarks on the Study of
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(Abstract)

On the Shoulder of the Giant Eliade: Responses of

Eliadean Perspective to Critiques on Eliade

Yohan Yoo(Seoul National University)

This article reviews critiques on Eliade suggested by Kimberly
C. Patton and Jonathan Z. Smith, both of whom criticize and
challenge Eliade's scholarship as well as appreciate its value.
They may be said to ‘criticize the giant on the shoulder of the
giant.” Then I show that responses to their criticism can be
found within Eliade's theories of religion. It is possible to
counter many critical views on Eliade by examining Eliade's
scholarly work and clarifying what he meant. For instance,
though Patton argues that Eliade places the experience of the
sacred beyond the operations of reason, we can learn that the
experience of the sacred Eliade demonstrates is not independent
of human consciousness. Smith's argument that Eliade's center
symbolism cannot be applied to the “primitive’ understanding of
place should be reexamined on the basis of thorough inquiries on
the point Eliade emphasizes in explaining the center symbolism.
It is not inappropriate for students of comparative religion to
use the giant's shoulder for the starting point of their research,
though sometimes they should get down from it and pay
meticulous attention to detail.
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