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Formation of National Identity and
Exclusion of the Blacks in Dominican
Republic: Enriquillo of Manuel Jesus de
Galvan

Byeong Sun Song

University of Ulsan

Song, Byeong Sun (2012), Formation of National Identity and Exclusion of
the Blacks in Dominican Republic: Enriquillo of Manuel Jesus de Galvan.

Abstract It is well known that in the development of a Dominican national
identity, Domincan elites combined race, nation, and religion, shaping a
national identity that defined Dominicans as white, Catholic, and culturally
Hispanic, in contrast to Haitians, characterized as being black and culturally
African. Manuel de Jesus Galvan’s novel Enriquillo which was published in its
entirety in 1882 gave the long-term impact to this anti-black sentiment.
Enriquillo has remained popular in the Dominican Republic well into the twenty-
first century and its appeal is due in part to the fact that Galvan builds up a
national legend and interwines true historical figures with fictional characters.
Even though the Amerindian population of Hispaniola was almost exterminated
in mid-sixteenth century, the Dominican writer portrayed the Dominican people
as the descendants of the brave indians and the Spanish colonists, without
mentioning the African presence. Because of this foundation novel, constructed
by deformation and ellipsis of historical data, the Dominican elites could fill the
gap of post-independece history and project an ideal future of Negrophobia in
the ethno-racial construction of the Dominican nation. In this sense, Galvan’'s
novel suggests the necessary connection between fiction and history in the
formation of national identity.

Key words Formation of national identity, Dominican novels, Manuel de Jesus
Galvan, Enriquillo, Foundational Fiction
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