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= il I
HeREBR
o] & g§AE9 JAH FAEE F3sled OE 2 o 21A) A (Noun System)E  <F<3}
3 % A}3-4(Noun Declension)2] 7+43} 214 2 OE9] & v} (Accidence)s} 7+431% Uql
=& AE3] 817 Aol

[. OE & w3 AHAA)

OEdl& F A9 &, 59, ¥l A9 AGFA, 544, 244, d44) € AA9
4044, 94, T4l ot vAeldl A9 2 =7 (Ablative case)z} OE 9] & -g4}o))
A 2 < 3l XA Locative case) &-& =z 7 (Instrumental case)-& A5} §35 o] 7]
o Foll w2 EA =] ket = 574 (Vocative case) > F74 35 g 8s A= =2 ¢
<+ Jast g

OE 9 H4te 7, A, A oebA o F38HA F-4-5 9ot Joseph Wright &= OE ¢}
HALE gAY FeyuE TRz g § Q) A FAYAt 2= =
a-declension, (2) 94 = A7} £35 = o-declension, (3) WA, 44, FA4I927F o =3
5] &= i-declension, (4) YA = A2}t A= AE 2FslE u-declension, (5) 34, o4 »
Z39 12 mgele ndeclension & weak declension, (6) 22 2¥ Z7ko] -no]g e

Agoz Bve 4, 44, 494=.

o4& oA EEE ZAEE va3 2o

1 2 3 4 5 6
Sing.
N. - -e -, -u (-0) - e - -u (-0) “d, € - -u (-0)
u (-0)
A, - -e -e - e -, -u (-0) -an, -e -, -u (-0)
u (-0)
G. -es -e -es, -e -a -an -, -€, -es
D. -e -e -e -a -an -, e
Plur
NA. -as, -, -a (-e) -as, -a -an -, e, -
-u (-0) -Tu ( 0)
-e (-a)
-u (-0)
G a um -a a en, -a a, ra
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D. -um -um -um -um -um -um, -rum?!

Henry S;%é-et—é Wright 8} = £ =2], AAMY £ HF2 732 F Q) 94, 94,
4% of 283l weak E& -n declension, (2) strong declension— o] A & Aol u}z}A
A2 AL, (3) minor declensions(3=2 -u declension). ©]Z & tA TEZ ¥4
s e 2o,

(1) Weak Declers'on

a) masculine b) feminine
Sing. Pl. Sing. Pl Sing. PL.
N. nam-a(“name’) nam-an sunn-e(’sun’) sunn-an NA. eag-e("eye’) éag-an
A. nam-an nam-an sunn-an sunn-an G. eéag-an éag-ena
G. nam-an nam-ena sunn-an sunn-ena D. éag-an €ag-um
D. nam-an nam-um sunn-an sunn-um

(2) Strong Declension

a) masculine b) neuter ¢) feminine
Sing. Pl Sing. Pl Sing. Pl. Sing. Pl.
NA. stan(’stone’) stan-an scip(“ship’) scip-u hts(’house’)  his? N. gief-u(gift’) gief-a, -e
G. stan-es stan-a scip-es scip-u his-es hiis-a A. gief-e gief-a, -e
D. stan-e stin-um  scip-e scip-um  his-e his-um  G. gief-e gief-a,-ena
(3) -u Declension
Sing. Pl Sing. Pl.
NA. sun-u(’son’) sun-a hand(“hand’) hand-a
G. sun-a sun-a hand-a hand-a
D. sun-a sun-um hand-a hand-um

A7l oyt A fele 2 A FEHE HAYE F A% 2E YAl B9 m

TAEA 2 2E T8 949 34 gake] el gelA FAS FHAY ofrl e
SYdteh g YAl FAPAY TP ALY ofv] EL kg FAF ZHALY ofn)
ALstE Az A3z gon, FFEYANAE FADAY FAPAY ofr| =
T FAS FHAY v & AYslne = A2 dXgY. a2z A =E P
T QAN £FAL a2, AL wum o2 Tz o

OE 9] ©j 2}ol) ¢)o}A] = grammatical gender = natural gender &} wlz ] o #3}z] &=
th. maegden('maiden’) 9} wif('wife’) G- 2td ol o sled o4l YalEo] YA L TAHQ

> mlo

U Cf. An Elementary Historical New English Grammar (Humphrey Milford Oxford University Press,
1924), p. 130.

2 Cf. Anglo-Sazon Primer (Oxford At the Clarendon Press, 1957),pp. 9-14. E.E. Wardale = 2.9}
An Introduction to Middle English (Routledge & Kegan Paul, Ltd., 1956, p. 72)el 4 (1) a-class, (2)
o-declension, (3) n-class 2 4233 9|},

8 Henry Bradley = 2.9] The Making of English (London, Macmillan & Co. Ltd., 1955, p. 24)0)
A has® %57} hasu 7} e}V i hias b %) o] g ol @A A=t gleb. “...a final « always dropped
off when it followed a heavy syllable, but remained after a light syllable.“ (p.- 24.)
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7 @R, stan(’stone’) % duru(‘door) e FAHAANE TYH S 22 AT 4ol

o8} o] FYAel AA4sh dzuz QA oblze ERE MEFe) o2y A
feged, 2 Fol FYAL Aol o} ARG gender o) aBE VR AE
ol Qe 47 Qe A B3 o5 shhsieh,

I. &% (Inflection)®] 7}4 3}
OE Zuliel = ~E3 ~7) ¢l (unaccented) =& FAmGo] —e 2 FU5 & 7 o]
3, = o]AL Norman Conquest o] 9314 Zx15 . o] Agke] 7} F= 2| A
G AL 9A AL, A% L A7 471 E] 4 B4 947 % Mod E

o 759 WAl genitive 5 AAZ AN HmE © Yei7 Aelch hALsw, O
28 Fgeie] TN —es 2} —asho] AAME WA A Ao} Fe Holo,

2 F —es® —asE 7 wSe] oFskm HvlakA Hglon, wehA ghate) Aolst glef
2 A 5 Qe}b. A ME oA kinges = king 2] genitive singular £} nominative plural & t}
Vel A s oen o1 F drl kst genitive plural 712 2 EA 3¢ o4

OE = 2}9] nominative plural o] ¥fo} fe}-2 uj &5 Otto Jespersen 2 o]&A 7] F3}s
gt

From the oldest period the ending as (later es, s) has been continually gaining ground,
first among those masculines that belonged to other declensional classes, later on also in the
other genders. The an-ending, which was common to a very great number of substances
from the very beginning also showed great powers of expansion and at one time seemed as
likely as (e)s to become the universal plural ending. But finally (e)s carried the day, probably
because it was the most distinctive ending, and possibly under Scandinavian influence....
In the beginning of the modern period eyen, shoon, and hosen, housen, peasen still existed,
but they were doomed to destruction, and now ozen is the only real plural in » surviving,
for children as well as the biblical kine and brethren are two irregular to count as plurals
made by the addition of n. The mutation plural has survived in some words whose signification
causes the plural to occur more frequently than, or at least as frequently as, the singular:
geese, teeth, feet, mice, lice, men, women. In all other words the analogy of the plurals in s
was too strong for the old form to be preserved.’

OE = A} F8.9] 7}431% mud(mouth’)o] 7 $-E Sof nArgwd, sheo] mud(N),
mudes(G), mude(D), mud(A)e} 29 mudas(N), muda(G), mubum(D), mudas(A)G <
.:,;}7]]./] Hef o] &l mud, mudes, mude 5 tF A s}x 7 Fo] = o]t}

4 Cf. ibid., pp. 38-43,
8 Growth & Structure of the English Language (Basil Blackwell Oxford, 1958), pp. 174-5.



102 mmpr 0%&-25%

Dative ending —e & non-distinctive ending ©] =] ¢l 5 genitive singular, nominative plural,
accusative plural 2] —s wule] distinctive noun-ending 0] % o]}, o)A L F£35] oE} |
bl # A A 14003l el 2HA £ EFAH Q] FARE o] 7} 55}

Northern dialect &= & A X ¢l 3 Southern dialect o] 4] & =} « Br0] FAz ZrAL
o] Zokeh. I oldre WAME FASA et ARt F 410 FAHI] GE 5A
Ao o2 Hhe) olp| & AxA] Gole FA% FEHYS WFo|gh AL B3 F
AL 7N F2 FHAE 2 dgd = §F 9919 word—order 7} mAFH A o %
234 54

2 Ao FAv]E AL Hal A7l MEZ7)¢]n, OEY oA ofv] —e (5h4)2}

—um(E-4)0] —e(FL —em)t —en 02 ZH7t ¥ Zlx MEd 9. 7148402 2145
ol dative 7b 47d A2 "4l Ao o] Az ouk AA ALY A& wbd dative & 14 4
7172 2 el g 2HA Yk on live § A2 5 9l o)A Mod. Eo A= alive’ 2
459 74 hf (Mod. E. life)o] of7e] life]d] ‘live’ 2 ¥ 21& =& #}o]9 f&
2 OEo|A &7t7t [v]Isl7] dEelet.”

g de F, A, Edle A7 T AdFd PAFEoir o] Fvsln =3
SE AT 2 44 HAE FLEHAS. o2 84St T4 A 5 mpab}

] odct. glad = OE | A= el gled, gledre, geldra, gladu, glades, gladum, glade,
gladena, glada,, gladan 5 43k Mo Z4%-& 25 o, good = OF o) A= gida, godan,
gode, godra (or, godena), godum 5 v} Bejglch. SdoldlE gut, guter, gute, gutes,
gutem, guten 5 A4 el & o}F Az gt

o] - qoksA] =alwd, OEolA ME & #x & #}Aa A final —m & —no] = ¢}
b o}5 Wl Jzrowr], mE final vowels & —e 2 3 E G oo} 5o = Aol v
2]zt wgo] ok Hus @ Wyeh #8440t 43 v s ejst 942 ME g
Sith. Baugh o A%& oz o,

The earliest seems to have been the change of final -m to -n wherever it occurred, i.e.,

i

=

[o

in the dative plural of nouns and adjectives and in the dative singular (masculine and neuter)
of adjectives when inflected according to the strong declension.... Thus madum(to the
mouths) Ymadun, godum) godun. This -n along with the -n of the other inflectional endings
was then dropped (mudu, godu). At the same time, the vowels a,0,u,e in inflectional endings
were obscured to a sound, the so-called ‘indeterminate vowel’, which came to be written e

(less often #,y,u, depending on place and date). As a result, a number of originally distinct

6 Cf. Albert C. Baugh, A History of the English Language(1956), pp. 195-6.
7 Cf. Henry Bradley, op. cit., pp. 45-6.
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endings such as -a, -u, -¢, -an, -um were reduced generally to a uniform -e, and such gram-
matical distinctions as they formerly expressed were no longer conveyed.®

Final -¢ 8] 2= & ¥xulo] A no} B-1z|ubel] A =12 deytar, accented words ol A]
3t} unaccented words ¢l A © 7 final —e o] 3ol vx] ¢koket. Joseph Wright &=
final —e o] £8 % o|gA APt

The final -e disappeared or rather ceased to be pronounced earlier in dissyllabic forms with
a short stem-syllable than in those with a long stem-syllable, as in bite (OE. bite) bite,
bit, sune, sone (OE. sunu), beside nédle, nédle, tide. In both categories of words the -e
continued to be written long after it had ceased to be pronounced. In ME. the -e in dissy-
llabic forms with a short stem-syllable was generally omitted in writing, as in bit, son,
but in dissyllabic forms with a long stem-syllable it was generally retained in writing to
indicate that the preceding vowel was long.?

ZAo] 7o) QelxA AAAe] 4 FHAQ WA E A T AEZE Fiql £
9] ‘periphrasis’ 7} 43 wetE] goh. 2] 3l =Y 9] s-genitive & of-phrase & o 3] 5
ojtl. 23 o} synthetic language o] 4] analytic language 2 W =& Zl¢]r}.

golo] o} e} g FAov|E BFEE FAGE —(o)s, &4 s, 419 va

Fo—er o HAATF —est ¥ FAF ALY wbF FAY —(ds 1

M. 3 ¥ (Accidence)9] 7+43F Yol
32 dapse] geoio Fefst h43E UAEL Az YAvE A4 FAHodeg
g OE7} £Acolz wimgite] 3t S 492 5= g
G.M. Trevelyan & ME o] A o} o] 2] Accidence 7} 7+43}%] 212 Norman Conquest o] 3
T A7) o] Ao} eist FAZE FETEY] ALl 2 FHPI] wFolztn o]RA Lim
=

As a result of Hastings, the Anglo-Saxon tongue, the speech of Alfred and Bede, was

exiled from hall and bower, from court and cloister, and was despised as a peasants’ jargon,

¢

u

[Llﬂ

X0,

the talk of ignorant serfs. It ceased almost, though not quite, to be a written language.
The learned and the pedantic lost all interest in its form, for the clergy talked Latin and
the gentry talked French. Now when a language is seldom written and is not an object of
interest to scholars, it quickly adapts itself in the mouths of plain people to the needs and

uses of life. This may be either good or evil, according to circumstances. If the grammar

8 Baugh, op. cit., p. 195.
9 An Elementary Middle English Grammar (O.U.P., 1952), p. 71.
10 To be (I am, you are, % he is)7} L3 ol #ofr},
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is clumsy and ungraceful, it can be altered much more easily when there are no gramma-
rians to protest. And so it fell out in England. During the three centuries when our native
language was a peasants’ dialect, it lost its clumsy inflections and elaborate genders, and
acquired the grace, suppleness and adaptability which are among its chief merits.!!

o] A+9] Trevelyan o] =& HA E33 gejo FHe] FAG ofFA g &l o5
o A gsgs] dFolstnat @ A3k, B 19 TP A#H TE olm ey A
As T el %3, €45 daskel Audel siEa gohe 4 A 9 Y5l
o bE Aol Adelxl, A mgo] Gk F¥Fe| OB ofeizhx] %ichag 24

< AZA 9712 = A d BAE Agelx] @okE HAE 4B A Trevelyan o] #|
AlgE 9 Helx 1l F9 tvte Yoz Bolok e

22} Albert C. Baugh & ¢35 Zo] x—ul ¥z} 2R50] 33| ofwl =i
2e)z o9 MEd 48 A8 £ 924 22 49aa ok

...the decay of inflections and the confusion of forms that constitute the really significant
development in Middle English grammar are the result of the Norman Conquest only in so
far as that event brought about conditions favourable to such changes. By making English
the language mainly of uneducated people the Norman Conquest made it easier for gram-

matical changes to go forword unchecked. Beyond this it is not to be considered a factor
in them.!?
o1 Baught % @ oot o Aeloldl weld Welorle D #H¢
d oxE eoA x—g Yol F JFelA oficial language 7} 3 Felk 047}
AH oz Yol ol FY T2 9% 714 7 fdidxz Yo
A%, Joi7t B elizluch x—l ¥z o & GPe UYL AL AdolAT
2 A% 2 A Gel Fels) A 2D AL AT oh A
oldadlx Y k43t Agko] glo] oxd o] Yyt x—uk HHo= °\_3H/‘1 aZe] A
e RS
Henry Bradley & “...about those years the process of change was going on somewhat
more rapidly than usual...” ¥ 21 & 2 ule] = ME o] tfg} = —n} Ao g8 ol s}
k3 9) ©w), morphological changes &) clo2A: o}g Fr1z 8 S3 ¢}, = =
phonetic change &} = d}1}E olo7t A2 & FulSo), mE ulojo] AT T A}etSo)
g 4.

Y History of England (Longmans, Green & Co., 1952), pp. 131-2.
2 Op. cit., p. 205.

13 Loc. cit.

W 0p. at., p. 8.

15 Cf. ibid., pp, 19-32.
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Otto Jespersen & = 7 7+A 3} 9191-& “the manifold incongruities of the system”o] 2}
A egt zFe] = A3t gl

Chief among the general causes of the decay of the Old English apparatus of declensions
and conjugations must be reckoned the manifold incongruities of the system: if the same
vowel did not everywhere denote the same shade of meaning, speakers would naturally tend
to indulge in the universal inclination to pronounce weak syllables indistinctly (and the
OE inflexional endings were all unstressed): thus a,i,u of the endings were levelled in the
one colourless vowel e, and this could even after some time be dropped altogether in most
cases.!6

o4 alel Aol AAT YAE ol A S AH RS YE Fad U
stress-shift ©}. ©}R] Tebw, 714 (stress & accent) 7} ©he]o] 3 SA =2 o] F31A ==
FAolvl & sl a3 BSHA Ho] AT e FAE ovlgt o} F gl
=okd Aol

o] A4-& a3t AEE Walohwd, OE 9] Fde] ¢le}x]z OES] Accidence 7} 7+4
g AL g5 dddskx] A A Felsd e

MECEE T EEIES

2. 9 AW 248 o] Norman Conquests] e F713 3.

3. Gzt FA7] o] Aol vt FAZ Y -EP AgelR Hdd A

4. AZ B2 o] g Agdte FNEFH A2 G2 Yade AHE3te AEe] E3E
A AgEA =Hgdd A

5. TAAAS Fgelst A ol webd EF3] U= A

rlo

-

f

)

16 Op. cit., p. 169.
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