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ABSTRACT
On the Tonemic Pattern of Gyeongsang Dialect

Cha-gyun  Gim
(Choongnam University)

In this study I found three tone patterns and a few phonological rules through which
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almost all of the pitch phenomena in Gyeongsang dialects can be derived. The materials I
used here are from four dialects: Changwon, Jinju, Gyeongju and Muphung.

The traditional studies in tone of the Korean language and its dialects, especially
Gyeongsang dialects, have been absorbed in the superficial pitch phenomena, where K. L.
Pike’s Tone Languages was used as the theoretical framework. Thus our linguists failed
to notice the fact that Gyeongsang dialects have no less complex tone combinations than
Chinese, but only three simple tone patterns are found superficially. Therefore in the
underlying level we need not distinguish betweena true tone language and a word pitch
system as K. L. Pike does. Any language whose lexical meanings are differentiated by
pitch, is a true tone language.

Although linguists have recognized that the units for descrlbmg pitch patterns in
Gyeongsang dialects must be words or phonological phrases, they could not be free from
syllables in the actual description of a tone system. And they were sure of the existence of
a simple Gyeongsang dialect, but they could not consider small individual dialects as a unit
language. I think it is because they didn’t have appropriate methodology.

Lately a few linguists introduced the same method for the description of the tone system
of Gyeongsang dialects as has been used in the analysis of the Japanese accent system.
By the accent analysis, however, we are able to consider some imperfect and superficial
characteristics predictable from underlying tone combinations and phonological rules.

The three tone patterns which rule over all the Gryeongsang dialects and make it
possible to set up underlying representations are: L;, M; and H;M,, where L, M and H
mean Low, Mid and High pitches respectively, and L, means one or more Low pitch
syllables, M; means one or more Mid pitches and so on.

Phonological rules which can derive surface manifestations are as follows:—C,J,G and M
refer to Changwon, Jinju, Gyeongju and Muphung dialects, respectively.

Rules Relevant Dialects
1) Ly—»LM,/#—# C,J.M
(2> Ll“’Ml G
(3) LM,—»MHM,/#—# J
@) M,—~HHM,/ % —# G
(5) M;—»HHM,/#—# C,J,G,M
6 H,M—MH M/ #— # J
@ HM—MHM"/#—# C,G,M
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