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ABSTRACT
Chu Si-Gyong: A Reconsideration of his Linguistic Theories
Ki-Moon Lee

The present paper is an attempt to revalue the linguistic theories developed by Chu
Si-Gyong (1876~1914), alias Han Hin Saem, who was the initiator and leader of the
standardization movement of the Korean language and writing systems around the turn
of the century. Although his influence on the development of modern Korean linguistics
was great, his original ideas set out in his various works have not been fully evaluated

by his followers.
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First of all, it must be pointed out that his main interest was in the study of Modern
Korean. Although there are indications of indiscrimination between synchronic and dia-
chronic treatments in his early works, his later works clearly show that he reailzed the
dichotomy between synchrony and diachrony. His grammar (1910) is interesting in that
its sections on morphology and syntax are strictly synchronic, whereas its phonology
section includes various diachronic data. His last work (1914), however, is a synchronic
phonology of Modern Korean in the strict sense of the word.

What is most impressive in his scholarly attainments is his creative efforts to set up
his own phonological and theories. As a matter of fact, there were hardly any theories
and methods readily available to his research. What he could learn from his predecessors
in linguistic studies was extremely limited; the traditional classificatory scheme of sounds
from Korean teachers and some rudimentary knowledge of school grammar from Western
teachers, including the vowel versus consonant dichotomy and parts-of-speech system. In
such circumstances it appears that he found the methods of natural sciences applicable to
his linguistic analysis. The method he developed in phonology and morphology can be
characterized as ‘analytic’. In phonology he posits ‘elements’ and explains all other
sounds as ‘complexes of those elements’. Such a method is also apparent in his
morphological analysis. It is noteworthy that in his later works he elaborated his methods
of analyzing words into their minimum meaningful components.

Furthermore, Chu developed his theories of ‘original form’ and ‘hidden meaning’ in
phonology and syntax respectively. He asserted that one should write epsko ‘lacks and’
even though it is actually pronounced as epko, because eps- is the ‘original form’ of the
stem and ep- is merely its ‘temporary form’. It was his strong contention that new
Korean orthography must represent the ‘original forms’. It is easily recognized that his
theory of ‘original form’ and that of the ‘underlying representatior’ in generative pho-
nology are similar in their basic conceptions. In his syntactic study, on the other hand,
Chu was particularly interested in revealing the ‘hidden meaning’ of sentences by postu-

lating their ‘original’ structures.
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