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ABSTRACT
Representation of Pronunciation in Korean Dictionaries
Hyun-Bok Lee

The Korean spelling system, which is in principle morphologically ori-
ented, is not necessarily a reliable and consistent guide to the standard
pronunciation of Korean. For example, it does not show the difference in
vowel length which is phonologically significant, as in the pair of words
/mal/ ‘horse’, /ma:l/ ‘language’. Hence the need for representing pronun-
ciation in Korean dictionaries.

However it may be fair to say that the need for marking the pronuncia-
tion of Korean words has been neither seriously felt nor adequately met in
most dictionaries published in Korea. The writer strongly feels that pron-
unciation should be adequately marked in all Korean dictionaries according
to the following principles:

1) The Korean alphabet should be adopted to represent the standard
pronunciation since it will be easier to read than the IPA or other phonetic
symbols for Korean readers.
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2) A Phonemic transcription is preferred to a Phonetic one to guarantee
optimal ‘readability’.
3) The Linear Writing System is preferred to the Block Writing System
since it helps represent the pronunciation more accurately.
4) The features of pronunciation to be represented in dictioanries are:
a) Vowel length, b) lenis-fortis distinction,
¢) consonant insertion, d) stress and rhythmic feature,

etc.
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