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ABSTRACT

Problems with High School
English Textbook Policy

Jung-Hyun Shin

Concerning education, “What knowledge is of most worth” and “How to
teach it” are the most important question. It is regrettable, however, that
our curriculum workers haven’t taken much pains to answer these questions.
The fact is that they are unawarely participating in making wise people
foolish. G. C. Lichtenberg’s aphorism that “A clever child brought up with a
foolish one can itself become foolish” is true of our present textbook policy.

No research papers concerned with our recent educational reform movement
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show their deep concern with these classic educational questions. Even
“Textbook Organizational Skills in Other Countries”(“ 34 B3 WE-74
wha): ZA vl A1), the formost study on curriculum reform in Korea, does
not say of what knowledge should be most valuable to us here and now. It
tells nothing but some organizing principles of textbook; it tells nothing
about the philosophy on which its content should be based.

The “Guideline” for the highschoo! English textbook writing is a prime
example of the serious lack of philosophy in Korean textbook policy. It is
full of many nonsensical restrictions such as the limitation of the number of
the usable words in the textbook, the kind of situations, the allowed idioms
and phrases, and the forth. However, it doesn’t say anything about what
kind of English knowledge we need to survive in this globalized world.
How can our ambassadors perform their task perfectly with his 3,000
English vocabulary?

In our present situation, the most important knowledge is the one capable
of increasing autonomy in a wide range of decisions, not just inside the
high school classroom but far beyond. And it is impossible to deny that
English knowledge is closely related to reaching such autonomy. The
problem is how to help students to reach autonomy in every sphere of our
lives through English. First of all, we have to decide what kind of English
we will teach students who vary in their wishes and objectives and produce
various kinds of textbooks which can satisfy their wishes and objectives.
Secondly, we have to re-establish educational systems on which our English
education can be functioned well. And finally, English teachers should be
trained hard against the difficult task of teaching so vast knowledge of
English.

AeN BT UYE A 56-1
Aghega QBN Joig
151-742
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