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of AE back vowels by Korean and Japanese learners. Our experiment result 
showed that neither of the models could not predict the result perfectly. 

The traditional model is based upon phonemic classific ation and comparison 
between the Ll and L2 vowels. The outcome of our experiment, however, 

showed that the li steners can activate their perceptual ability at phonetic 

level. On the other hand, while Flege's model is based upon acoustic 

consideration, Best's model departs from the consideration of articulatory 

gestures (features). The result in this paper seems to support articulatory 
consideration by showing the stronger influence of the lip-rounding feature 
than that of the pure acoustic signal (Fl, F2). Nevertheless, Best's model 

revealed it s weak point with the prediction of perception of the AE vowel 

/n/27. 
From the result of the experiment, it can be claimed that a novel model, 

which takes all influential factors into account, should be established to 

make more accurate predictions of L2 vowel perception. 
The outcome of the experiment derived from relatively small amount of 

data. Therefore, the author is conducting successive experiments on AE 
back vowel perception in order to ascertain and expand the results of the 
experiment described in this paper. 
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