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in MK. Consider the following the MK vowel system, which is established
in the literature:

1[i] Uli] WU[ul
E[5] WOl[o]
Ald] O[]

Figure 6. The Middle Korean Vowel System

I hypothesize that the MK VH system was a ‘sonority’ opposition system,
in which /o/, /9/, /a/ respectively have more sonority than /w/, //, /a/. On
this view, it is no surprise that this grouping (more sonority vs. less
sonority) corresponds to the traditional semantic1® grouping (‘bright’ vowel
(0, 9, a) vs. ‘dark’ vowels (u, i, ), which were modeled on the ‘yin' and
‘vang’ philosophy), i.e. more sonority corresponds to a bright feature and
less sonority to a dark feature. In this sense, these features, ‘bright (or
light)’ and ‘dark’ are not in fact purely semantic, but they are, to a great
extent, phonetically bound.
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