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m Abstract

Considerations against the Policy of “Grade Clusters” in Korean
Language Arts Education in the 2009 Revised National Curriculum

Goo, Young-san

The 2009 Revised National Curriculum, to be implemented in 2014,
introduces “grade clusters” into Korean Language Arts Education (KLAE).
According to this system, a single curriculum in KLAE is covered over the
course of two(three) school years. The two(three) school years during which
a single curriculum is covered constitute a “grade cluster”. The purpose of
the grade cluster system is to give students who are slow learners an extra
year to master basic material (such as basic reading and writing).

The present study argues that the grade cluster system will not help
slow-learning students. This argument is based on an analysis of past
research on curriculum and textbook, participant observation of K-level and
first-grade Korean language arts classrooms, and national surveys of
first-grade students reading and writing ability.

The failure to acquire minimal literacy is, it is argued, due primarily to
disadvantages associated with low socioeconomic status. The best way to
address problems in acquiring literacy is to provide more intensive training in
first grade. It is crucial that students acquire literacy in the early stages of
education so that they are able to keep up in later years.

[Key words] Korean language arts curriculum, 2009 revised national
curriculum, Korean language arts curriculum policy, grade
clusters, socioeconomic status and learning, timely manner in
students’ learning, literacy





