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The Wen-i of Han Dynasty Reflect from the
Official Structure of Donghai Prefecture

Yu Zhenbo

Abstract: Among the officials of fixed establishment at the last
stage of Western Han Dynasty, the petty officers were in the
majority. Among both those who were promoted from inferio
position to superio one and those who were transferred from
one superio position to another, those who were promoted or
transferred on the basis of practical ability are much more than
those on the basis of Confucian accomplishment. Confucianism
was regarded as authoritative guidelines and closely related to
being an official, which made a lot of wenli study Confucian
classics and as a result, some of wenli ascended to scholar
bureaucrat, but as a type of bureaucrat, wenli were still in
majority in number and were still short of Confucian
accomplishment. During about 400 years of Han Dynasty,
Confucian scholars more and more increased among superio
officials, at the meantime, wenli kept their legs in all level
authorities as staff members (inferio officers).

Key words: Han slips unearthed at Yinwan; official structure;
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wen-li; Confucian scholar.
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