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Abstract

Communication Form of Drama and Ontology of
Audience

Sungood, Yang

In this article, media characteristics of drama and ontology of
audience related to them were reviewed focusing on the characteristics
of performance(screening) not as literary behaviors based on texts but
as a communication form. From the perspective that regulates image or
imagination narrowly according to traditional letter-centered literary
concept, literature and drama has been conspicuously distinguished and
the aesthetic value of visual images such as movies and television has
been relatively underestimated. However, in modern times, such visual
images called as technological figures are targets of our perception and our
cognition is influenced by these images. Therefore, meaning of such visual
images cannot be understood completely with traditional literary or drama
theory.

It was tried to identify the communication structure of drama and
existence method of audience, which is different from literature, starting
from the critical perception on such problems and based on cognitive
semantics, phenomenological media theory and Sartre’s imagination

theory. According to such point of view of this article, a play and a movie



have commonality in that they communicate with the world in the space
of theater but they are different in the method how audience perceive
them and how they transmit information. There is a difference between
a movie and a television which belong to the same technological type
in the perceptual space such as cinema and home and they are different
in the characteristics of relationship that the world of percepts makes
with the world of existence of audience. Additionally, according to the
phenomenological characteristics of a movie, a play and a television, the
existence level of audience becomes dominant on the target of perception
in the order of movie, television and play.

This discourse is new approach to find answers to questions why pure
literature subsides and popular literature dominates, and why movies
and television occupy the core of public culture. This article can be seen
as a trial to search for a cognitive solution on why these popular genres
give interest to readers(audience). In this article, special attention was
paid to the communication form between world of percepts and world
of existence starting from cognitive interactions between subjects and
objects of perception. Further studies should be focused on how to solve
many problems raised in the preface through concrete texts of these

communication forms.
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