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Abstract

Trends and Implications
of the Reform of the National University in Japan

Yun, Chung-il* - Park, Soo-jung**

Recently in Japan, the reform of the nationa universty is carried actively. This sudy
arranges the process, the main content and the trend of and draws the characterigics and
implications from each representative reform case such as ‘incorporation of the nationa
university', ‘merging and consolidation of national universties and ‘merging and
consolidation of the nationa teacher training program.

Discusson about ‘incorporation of the nationa university' was started in late 1990's as a
part of the administration reform carried by Japanese government, and the types of the
incorporation were decided on not a independent administration corporate body like other
nationa inditutes, but an independent university corporate body. While nationa universties
came to have a large extent of autonomy freed from the pagt gatus as a national inditute,
now they should make efforts to develop themselves and survive. In proportion to shift
policy toward a national university corporate body on April in 2004, al nationa
univergties are accelerating to prepare for incorporation.

‘Merging and consolidation of nationa universities is carried in order to reduce the
overal scale of national university, so the smdl universties are mainly targeted. While
‘ministry of education, culture, sports, science and technology’ announced the structurad
reform policy, the discusson about merging and consolidation among each universty is
actively on going and the consolidation cases have appeared since 2002.

‘Merging and consolidation of the national teacher training program' is carried due to the
reduction of the newly hired teacher number and the problem of small-scale teacher
training program, the consolidation among teacher training programs transcending the

didrict is strongly recommended and the discussion among universities are in the progress.

* Seoul National Universty
** Educational Research Ingtitute, Seoul National University
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This reform of national university in Japan is bringing about the big changes as the
fundamental dructural reform which has never seen till now. The powerful driving will of
the government and the active sdf help of each univerdty are remarkable features. This is
full of suggegions for our univerdty society which has a quedion to intensfy the
competitiveness of universty and is facing the phenomenon that the number of sudents is

continuoudy decreasing.

Key words: Japan, nationd universty, reform of the nationa university, incorporation



