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Abstract

An Analysis of Issues and Tasks on the Direct

Superintendent Election by Residence

Lee, Sang—chul*

The purpose of this study is to analyze the issues and tasks on the direct superintendent
election by residence on the results of Seoul Metropolitan superintendent election taken place
in July 30, 2008. The results of this study are as follows:

First, the issues on the results of Seoul Metropolitan superintendent election are the lack
of constituent-representativeness by light poll, damage to the political neutrality of education
by electoral politicization, and the professionalism discoloration of educational self-government
by mutual slander. The light poll causes under-representation of the elected by problems such
as the damage to the fundamental object of direct election by residence, election of high cost
and low efficiency, and possibility of systematic election. The politicization of superintendent
election brings about the damage to the political neutrality of education problems such as
weakness of the elected’s educational policy independence, ideological dispute-centered
election, and party organization’s intervention in the informal election campaign. The mutual
slander-centered election campaign causes the professionalism discoloration of educational
self-government by problems such as residences’” indifference and disregard, loss of educators’,
or candidates’ authority, and the aftermath and conflict deepening after election.

Second, the tasks for a settlement of the direct superintendent election by residence are the
security of constituent-representativeness, political neutrality security of education, and
expansion of policy evaluation for education pledge. The security of constituent-
representativeness requires the public relations strategy differentiated with local elections,
diversification of candidates” educational policy pledges, improvement in voting methods,

efforts of the education interested. The political neutrality security of education requires the

* Pusan National University
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systematic devices such as public relations strengthening for superintendent candidates” political
neutrality, the control of political parties’ and teachers organizations’ intervention, and
improvement in the candidates’ mark-making methods. The expansion of policy evaluation
for education pledge requires such as strengthening of superintendent candidates” qualifications,

settlement of sound election culture, and expansion of joint forum.

Key words: superintendent, direct election by residence, election for superintendent, local

educational autonomy system
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