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Abstract

Exploring students’ core competencies in higher education

from professors’ perspectives:
A case study of Seoul National University(SNU)*

Kkk

Dongil Kim** - Hunseok Oh** - Youngsook Song

Eunyoung Koh*** - Sangmin Park**** - Eunhae Jung****

The purpose of this study was to investigate core competencies of university students based
on professors’ perceptions. The results of the study were as follows. First, seven core
competencies of SNU students were drawn. The seven core competencies were knowledge and
skills in one’s academic area, learning ability, creativity, logical thinking skills, interpersonal
skills, leadership, and values and attitudes. Next, the professors who had responded to the
online questionnaire perceived knowledge and skills in one’s academic area, creativity, and
values and attitudes as the most important core competencies among the seven ones. Also,
the professors perceived that knowledge and skills in one’s academic area, learning ability,
and logical thinking skills among the seven core competencies were raised well, whereas values
and attitudes, interpersonal skills, and leadership were raised poorly. Overall, fostering the
core competencies of SNU students through the university education system is important and

necessary.

Key words: higher education, core competencies, Seoul National University

* This study was supported by Ministry of Education, Science and Technology.

** Professor, Department of Education, Seoul National University, BK21 Academic Leadership Institute for
Competency-based Education/Education Research Institute.

*** Senior Researcher (Corresponding Author), Korean Human Resource Research Center, Seoul National
University 10-1 602 San 56-1 Shilim-dong Kwanak-Ku, Seoul, Korea, 151-748
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