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Abstract

Learning Disabilities in Korea:
A Synthesis of Researches from 1999 to 2008*

Dongil Kim** - Eunyoung Koh** - Sora Jeong** - Yuri Lee**

*kkkk

k**** « Jenai Kim

Kijyung Lee*** - Joongkyu Par

The purpose of this study was to find out the recent trends of researches in Korea by
synthesizing findings of students with learning disabilities, in order to provide implications
for future directions. 289 studies published between 1999 and 2008 were examined. The results
of the present study were as follows. First, studies on characteristics of learning disabilities
have been mostly conducted in conjunction with reading disabilities, specially focusing on
cognitive characteristics of reading disabilities. Second, studies on definition, diagnosis and
identification of learning disabilities point out problems of these areas and propose the
alternatives. Third, it was found that the majority of research on learning disabilities in Korea
has been dedicated to examine the effects of an intervention on students with learning
disabilities. However, studies on intervention of learning disabilities have been conducted under
a biased towards specific area, and showed the lack of replication studies on each intervention.
Fourth, additionally there were studies on awareness on learning disabilities and foreign case
studies. As the results, while studies on characteristic, definition, diagnosis/identification,
intervention/treatment of learning disabilities until early 2000’s were mainly conducted, it
showed a tendency to decrease in late 2000’s and interests on the biological and other aspects
start to increase. It was suggested the future directions for research toward nonverbal learning

disabilities, comorbidity of learning disabilities, and the gifted learning disabilities.

Key words: Learning Disabilities, Research Synthesis, Intervention
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