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Abstract

The gender difference in spending for private tutorings

GAHNG, Tae—Joong*

The study empirically examined the gender difference in spending for private tutoring. An
investigation was also made to identify the factors and mechanism that might generate the
gender difference found. Utilizing the KYPS data set, the study did regression analysis for
five longitudinal stages from 8th to 12th grades and compared the results from each grades.

The gender difference varied with school levels. At the middle school level the spending
was bigger for boys but at the high school level it favored girls. The difference at the middle
school level seemed related to the fact that boys tended to belong to a family of fewer siblings.
At the high school level the cause of the gender difference was traced to the differences in
high school tracks and expected college majors. It was also conjectured that the whole
mechanism of the gender difference might be in the shadow of the traditional and patriarchical

ways of living in Korea.

Key words: shadow education, private tutoring, gender gap, gender difference

* Professor, Department of Education, Chung-Ang University
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