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Abstract

Smart students’ academic underachievement and their

responses

Hwang, Mae—hyang* - Seon, Hye—Yon** - Jung, Ae Kyung***
Kim Dong Jin** - Kim, Young—Bin*****

The purpose of this study was to examine the academic failures of academically talented
Korean adolescents and their responses to underachievements. To do this, smart students’
experiences of the academic achievement fluctuations through school ages were collected by
individual interviews and analyzed based on CQR. The sample group of this study consisted
of eleven students from a high ranked university. Participants who experienced academic failure
but overcame were selected based on the fluctuations of their academic achievement through
school ages. Retrospective data of their experiences of academic success and failure were
collected by in-depth interviews. The interview data were analyzed by using Consensual Quality
Research method(Hill, Thomson, & Williams, 1997, Hill et al., 2005) and five researchers were
participated in CQR process. The main findings were as follows: a) The patterns of academic
achievement fluctuations were different from each case, some students experienced just one
time academic failure but other students several times; b) they already had good study habits
and had been taken care of by their parents through school ages; c) the main reason of the
academic failure was the lack of study time because of other activities such as computer games,
reading comic books, or hanging out with friend, also secondly, academic amotivation and
school maladjustment caused academic failure of smart girls and boys; d) smart students
responded to academic failure constructively, for example, they analyse the causes of failure,
expect the increase of scores with patience, or indifference to academic declines; €) their parents
and teachers showed various responses including unconcern, recognition, waiting, positive
management, disappointment, rebuke, and so on. But most students regarded them as helpless.

Lastly, the implications, limitations, and suggestions for the future research were discussed.

Key words: smart students, academic underachievement, constructive failure response,

qualitative research, CQR
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