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Abstract

Effect of Middle School Students” Plan to Enter
Special-Purposed High School on their Demand
for Private Tutoring

Hyun—Jeong Park* - Joon—Ho Lee**

Using the base year data of Korean Education and Employment Panel 2004 (KEEP 2004),
this study was designed to empirically analyze the effect of middle school students” plan to
enter "special-purposed high school(SPHS below)" on their demand for private tutoring. Firstly,
we examined the main characteristics of the students who plan to go SPHS, such as academic
achievement, family background, and residence area. After controlling for those characteristics,
we analyzed whether their plan to enter SPHS significantly increases a propensity to participate
private tutoring and its amount of expenditure. For the analysis, Heckman’s two-step sample
selection model was employed to correct selection bias.

The result showed that students who are holding high academic achievement, high monthly
income and schooling year of their parents, and residing in Seoul tend to have significantly
high probability to plan to enter SPHS than the students who are not. After controlling for
such factors, the result of probit regression at the first step represented that student’s plan
to enter SPHS didn’t significantly increase his/her propensity to participate in private tutoring
compared to the student who plan to enter general high school. However, at the second step
of analyses, the result of truncated regression showed that students who plan to enter SPHS
expend more average monthly cost of private tutoring than students who plan to enter general
high school. This result corroborates that there is an obvious gap induced by the competition

to enter SPHS in terms of intensity and expense of private tutoring.
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