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The Current Status of Undergraduate Academic Structure and
Problems of General Education Identity Crisis in Korean

Universities

Myounkoo Kang*
Jee Hyeon Kim™**

The academic structure is one of the most important determinants of the outcomes in
undergraduate education. Korean universities has gone through repetitive and contradictory
reforms in academic structure of undergraduate education. This study argues that the past
reforms of academic structure in Korea universities have been directed back and forth between
the ’department paradigm’ and the ’faculty paradigm’ like a ’swinging pendulum’. The
pendulum-like reforms resulted in the inconsistent and transient modes of academic structures
such as "university college for 1st year’, “office of general-liberal education’, “college of liberal
studies’, ‘'multiple major system’, and “insufficient restructuring of professional school system’,

Due to this irrelevancy of academic structure, the general education in Korea is fraught with
difficulties in terms of clarifying its roles, aims and values facing a situation as well as
maintaining its quality and criteria of the program contents and methods. This study suggests
some new directions for general education and academic structures in Korea: to recognize in
the new light the meaning of "liberal education’ that has been a primary ideal of undergraduate
education; to establish full-scale “university college’ in the Korean context; to introduce a flexible
academic structure in terms of the educational programs and the departmental affiliations of
professors and students; to design a curriculum that creates a synergistic educational experiences
through a close relationship between general and specialized studies; to implement policies
that contain a substantial understanding of the students; to balance a curriculum with its

intrinsic value and utility.

Key Words : Higher Education, General Education, Liberal Education, Academic Structure,
University College
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