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A Qualitative Analysis on Major-Transition Process of College”

Lee, Su—-Jin™
Lim, Eun—Mi™™

This study was to investigate what students experienced in major transition process and
how the experiences were processed and what types were appeared to college students” major
transition. For these purposes, 16 students who did major transition participated in the
interview. The data were analyzed by the grounded theory of Strauss and Corbin(1998).

As a result, 182 concepts, 62 sub-categories, and 25 categories were derived from the process
of university students’ major transition.

Through a paradigm model of the grounded theory, the major phenomena in the process
of college student’s major transition was expectation and worry about the possibility of major
transition. Causal condition was faulty choice of major, contextual condition was to see the
necessity of major transition, intervening conditions were internal/external resources for major
transition, action-interaction were the behaviors for major transition, and results were keep
doing behaviors for getting job and anxiety for job-getting.

Students” major transition processes consisted of five steps: the first was awareness and
planning stage for major transition, the second stage was understanding and exploring
alternative majors, the third was consulting stage with significant others, the fourth stage was
to decide new major, and the final was plan implementation stage. The core category of major
transition process was to keep going on searching and executing with hope for successful major
transition.

The major transition experience types of college students were classified 4 categories such
as “self volition-support,” “self volition-patience,” “others” recommendation-coercion,” and “others’
recommendation-acceptance’. These types were derived from 2x2 type of self volition type and

others” recommendation type.

Key words: college students, major transition experience, major transition process, major

transition type.
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