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Geographical Thoughts of Yi Chung-hwan, Korean

Human Geographer in the Eighteenth Century

Summary

Yi Chung-hwan, born in 169), was a officer
of the defense ministry. But he was exiled to
a remote island in 1726 because of the political
upheaval in Korea, and again expelled to a
remote island area in 1727. When he was purged
from the government, he left Seoul and travel-
led in all the provinces of the country except
Pyongan and Cholla provinces as far as his legs
could carry him,

Even though he did not travel according to a
plan, he observed the people and physical envi-
ronment of almost areas of Korea,

Yi's biography is unclear regarding the life
after his release, but it is believed that he
completed his major work, Taengniji in 1750.
Taengniji literally means the geography of selec-
The book is based on Yi
Chung-hwan’s observations during some twenty

ting a settlement.

years of travel on the Korean areis. The imp-
ortance of Teaengniji lies in the regional geog-
raphy of Korea and the theory concerning the
optimum location for settlement, Prior to this
publication Korean geography was the choro-
graphy written largely by the government
agencies. But Yi's approach differed from this
tradition,

Yi Chung-hwan’s basic thought is the pursuit
of the optimum location for human life, He
analyzed factors of settlement location in order to
purste his thought. Another thought is the real-
istic soluions of the national security problems,

Composition and contents of Taengniji

The main content of Tzengniji is focused on

Young-han Park

the discussion of favorable locations for settle--
ments,

The book is composed of four parts-Korean:
social hierarchy and the reason of selecting the-
favorable living place, analysis of light provi-
nces of Korea, settlement locational factors,
and final discussion of ideal place to live in.

In the first part, he dealt with the four clas-
ses-gentry, farmers, craftsmen and merchants,
He said that all people were originally equal in-
spite of the division of the four classes, He
analyzed the settlement location of the
gentry, Sadaebu because the gentry pursued
the economic He considered that
the occuring place of wealth wasnot egual
on the areas,

wants,

In the second part, he discussed the physical
and human phenomena of the eight provinces-
Pyongan, Hamkyong, Hwanghae, Kangwon,.
Kyongsang, Cholla, Chungchong and Kyonggi.
He utilized methods of historical destriptive
and regional approaches,

The third part of the book is the analysis of
locational factors of settlements, Locational
factors are considered physical geographic fac-
tors (the Korean term chiri), econmic conditions-
(saengni), social and human reations (insim)
Yi Chung-

whan believed that harmony between four

and the natural scenery (sansu),

factors was required, and none of them could
be neglected, But it seems that he considered
eonomic conditions as the most
factor of the settlement location,

Six elements of the physical gecoraphic factor

important.



are oitgoing direction of water flow,
of the plain, form of the mountain, color
of the soil, principles of water flow, and
facing mouintains and facing water, Yi gave
attention to the soil productivity and exchanging
function of goods in the economic conditions.
He considered the impact of the neighborhood
.on human personality and social life as the
social conditions. It seems that this idea is
similar to the modern social ecological thought,
The mind of people is influenced by the good
natural scenery.

shape

Yi Chung-hwan discissed three settlement
patterns in Korea-seashore,
side settlement,

riverside, stream-

Geographicil thoughts of Yi Chung-hwan

‘Modern geography is concerned with the na-
tional development of theories that explain and
predict the spatial distribution and location of
various characteristics on the surface of the
earth, Furthermore geographers pursue the op-
timization of the distribution and location of
the various phenomena, Yi already recognized
it through the analysis of the settlement loca-
tion in the eighteenth century, His geograph-
ical thoughts are as follows,

1. Location and spatial interaction

The concept of location is fundamental to
s,geographical thought, Yi recognized the concept
«of site and situation,

He considered geomorphological features, soil
«conditions, water, and like in the selection of
the favorable settlement,

He analyzed characteristics of site in a cer-
tain place.

Yi Chang-hwan emphasized the function of
‘the transport-trading place as an economic fac-
tor of the settlement location, He said that
higher interaction coild be acjuire more gools
in a place, The exchange of goods means rela-
tionships between places, that is, interaction,

It can be said that this idea is to perceive the
concept of nodality,

He considered water transport was the che-
apest medium on the long hauls: Transport by
horse is not as good as by cart, and cart tra-
nsportation is not as gool as that by ship. If
transport distances are more ircreased, profits
are smaller because of increases of transport
costs, Therefore water transport has more
profits than land transport on the cost stric-
ture of different transport meiia, He also
insisted on the utilization of water transport
media bhecause ouar cointry was more mountai-
nozs. Yi pointed oit that the nodal place
which was located near the navigable river
connecting with the sea was the best location
for a trading center. He percived that the no-
dality of the center near the great city is very
low, thoigh the center has good physical
conditions,

2. Man-environment relations

Yi Chung-hwan’s thinking of man-environ-
ment relations can be divided three parts-the
influence of natural environment on man, the
influence of man on his environment, and
environmental perception,

First, he pointel ouat that the natural envi-
ronment affected the human life and human
attitudes, It is the representation of environm-
ental determistic ideas, This idea is to orig-
inate from the Pungsu hypothesis, Korean trad-
itional idea about ‘relationship between nature
and man, The Pungsu idea is called Geomancy
by Hongkey Yun, author of Geomantic Relati-
onships between Culture and Nature in Korea,
1976. But Yi pointed out that the personal
character of noble class people was not influe-
nced by their natural environment, Second, Yi
observed the man’s role in changing the face
of the earth,

He observed relationships between population

growth and .land vse, and enviornmental



imbalance

I couldn’t see the sky in the Daegwanryong
area of the Kangwon province because of thick
forests covering the mountion slopes and plains
However, this area has bheen changed to
the cultivated farm land since several decades.
Many settlements were settled in the area and
people cut down even the small trees, The
population is gradually increasing and the land
is beconimg overcultivated,

Ginseng was mainly produced from ceep val-
leys in the west of the Taeback mountains, but
the amount of its production gradually decreased
because mountain people birned the vegetation
in the valley,

The Han river is more and more shallow
because of the landslide ani sand deposits in
the period of flood.

It can be said that he perceived processes of
destruction, overproduction and change of state
through which environmental eguilibrium can
be disturbed,

Third, he belived that the bea:tiful natural
scenery made people’s mind clear and favorable,
Therefore he emphasized the
natural scenery as the recreational space,

importance of

3. Concept of areal differentiation

Yi Chiang-hwan described regionzl geography

of Korea, He divided areas according to major
physical features such as relief and rivers instead
of administrative boundary lines, and explained
the areal differentiation between areas on the

base of man-environment relationships,

Backgrounds of Yi Chung-hwan’s geographi-
c2l thoughts

First, Yiobserved the human life and phys-
ical environment through the travel of almost
Korean areas during some twenty years in order
to search for the optimum site to live,

Seocnd, the Korea suffered two foreign inva-
sions in the 16th and 17th centuries, Under
circumstances, there was a social will to re-
habilitation from the war damage and socio-
economic confusion, A social will appeared to-
Sirhak thought, Sirhak thought was a pragma-
tic and realistic thought in the late part of
the Yi dynasty., Itwas based on scientific ile
as and utilities, Therefore Sirhak members
recognized the importance of economic activity.

Third, geographical knowledge and data had
been stored in the excellent chorography writt
en by government agencies.

Fourth, Korean people had been concerned
with relationships between man and nature in.
the selection of location because of influence:

of the Pungsu-chiri hypothesis,
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