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The Impact of the Location of University on the Regional
Development

Young-Han Park=*

Summary

In the age of fast increasing competition, policy-makers as well as scholars are looking for new
concepts by identifying an indigenous potential for local development. As a result a knowledge
centre strategy comes to the fore as a new alternative for local development strategy. Under this
strategy, particular significance has to be attributed to the role of universities and research centers
on the local level. Especially the university may be the only innovation center for local
development in peripheral region.

This study examines the relationship between a university and local community in the periphery
region and evaluates the role of university for local development. For case study, Andong
university, which is located in northern region of Kyoungsangpookdo province, one of periphery
region in Korea, is selected. The region preserves much cultural tradition and historical
inheritance. But the region has been undergoing the rapid depopulation and is one of thinly
populated areas in Korea.

Andong university improves the educational opportunity of local residents. More than half of
students come from northern region of Kyoungsangpookdo province. But regional labor market has
not provided a sufficient job opportunity for university graduates. Consequently the region has
been suffering from the loss of innovative human capital.

The knowledge transfer from university to local enterprises scarcely takes place. It is ascribed
largely to the mismatch between university’'s research activities and local industrial structure.
Most of firms in the region are small traditional ones and do not make much efforts to innovate.
Even so, university's staffs and local government can’t escape from the blame. University’s staffs
have comparatively little contact to practical applications in research and are occupied with basic
research which can’t be directly available for local firm. Local government doesn’t try to establish
some institutional measures for communication network between university and local firms. In
conclusion, there are institutional and behavioral barriers to the knowledge transfer. But Andong
university makes much non-economic contribution to local community. Many researches has been
conducted to advance local culture and establish local cultural identity. Many university’s staffs
cooperate with local residents in local cultural movement.

* Professor, Department of Geography, Seoul National University.
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University's facilities may be important assets to serve local community. Andong university
doesn’t have facilities such as university hospital, job training centre and social education center
which are needed mostly by local residents. And its existing facilities such as library, museum,

gymnasium and etc, serve only university’s members. It makes the university ‘an island in local
community’

Keywords: university’s role in local development, knowledge centre strategy, supply of
high-skilled workforce, transfer of knowledge or technology, university's facilities
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