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The Naming of East Sea in the Context of the Principles of
International Standardization of Geographical Names

Choo, Sungjae
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Abstract : The efforts for recovering the name of East Sea have been focused on analyzing the uses of its
names appearing in old maps and, based on this statistics, emphasizing the logic of having to use ‘East
Sea.” This paper, in an extension of this approach, attempts to review the principles of international
standardization of geographical names, mainly from the academic accumulations of the field of toponymy
and from the recommendations of international organizations dealing with geographical names, and draw
some implications to solve the problem of naming East Sea. First, the argument for historical legitimacy
just depending on the frequency of sea names in old maps is evaluated to have very weak ground; rather, it
is recommended that practical uses of East Sea in the long history of Korean people should be revealed and
reported by using every historical material available. In order to make full of the principle of reducing

exonyms, the logic should be that East Sea be used as an endonym for the territorial water, and also as an
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exonym for the high sea coinciding with Japan, which imeans the sea located east of the Eurasian
Continent. This leads to an conclusion that the sea should have dual names, ‘East Sea’ and ‘Sea of Japan.
As the argument that a common sea surrounded by a few countries should be called by each of the names is
supported by many professionals and international organizations, it is required that several diverse

persuasive logics should be developed.

Key Words : East Sea, geographical names, standardization, historical legitimacy, endonym, exonym
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standardization of geographical names, the use of those exonyms designating geographical entities falling wholly within one

State should be reduced as far and as quickly as possible.”
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’ Tonghae(Ri§) { | endonym J L Nihonkai(H 745 ) (
‘ East Sea J ﬁag&gﬁ%"f r Sea of Japan ~

I Sea of Korea J I

exonym

| | Sea of Japan \

I

East Sea/ —
Sea of Japan —

» endonym + exonym
» endonym + exonym

East Sea = the sea located east of the Eurasian Continent
Sea of Japan = the sea located west of the Japanese Archipelago

(38 2) EAX(E-LHXE =

ool =2 o XIE B

9) United Nations Resolutions on the Standardization of Geographical Names2] “Features beyond a single sovereignty’ 35-9] 1t
/259 YeR Sl 982 b33} 2t} “The Conference recommends that countries sharing a given geographical feature under
a different name form should endeavour to reach agreement on fixing a single name for the feature concerned; the Conference
further recommends that when countries sharing a given geographical feature and having different official languages do not
succeed in agreeing on a common name form, it should be a general rule of intemational cartography that the name forms of

each of the languages in question should be accepted.”
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o] ) A £AIE Golshs Aol o), 3

Atz Hli’-@ o, &

B k° JP
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Hak-young, panel discussion, The Tenth International Seminar on the Naming of Seas: Special Emphasis Concerning
International Standardization of the Sea Name, November 4-6, 2004, Cite Internationale Universitaire de Paris, Paris, France).
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