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The Sacrificial Rites for Heaven and the Assembly of Peoples of
the Ancient States: In Search of ‘the Oldest Stratum’ and ‘Basso
Ostinato’ of the Korean Political Thoughts

Seng Gun Him | Yonsei University

This paper focuses on ‘the Sacrificial Rites for Heaven’ and ‘the Assembly of Peoples’ of
the ancient states (including allied states). They constituted ‘the Oldest Stratum’ of Korean
political thinking, and played an important role in accepting foreign thoughts or trends from
China. The Heaven was a symbol of Animism, and the ruling class generally asserted that they
had been the ‘Son of Heaven'. The agriculture was the main industry, so the Heaven had an
importance in their spiritual world. The Allied Kingdoms had their peculiar ‘Sacrificial Rites
for Heaven’ such as Yeonggili) of Puyeo {<£%), Tongmaeng# #¥3) of Koguryo (&%)

Ji5), Mucheon £%°X) of Tongye €j5%), and the Ritual for good harvest and Thanksgiving of
Samhan {##). Many people had been gathered at ‘the Sacrificial Rites for Heaven', which
was described as ‘the National Conventiddi] {1 k4). It was the primitive form of the
Assembly of Peoples. But this was a special and rare case. The Council System of the
representatives, the indirect type of the Assembly of Peoples, was more common and this is
where important decisions were made. The tradition of the Council System can be seen
through the council of nobles and election of Daedagttf(F) in Koguryo, the prime
minister election and Jeongsaaffi-#x) of Paekche, and Namdangjj ), Hwabaek 1

), and four sacred place§|¢zH) of Silla. But, with the centralization of ancient states,
their position and importance changed. They formed the Oldest Stratum of Korean political
thinking, and played the role of ‘Basso Ostinato’ or a strong undercurrent. For example, the

tradition of Heaven and People made the introduction of Confucianism easier. The indirect
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type of the Assembly of Peoples had become a tradition of Council System, and National
Convention style of it was a key factor which decided the direction of political change in
changing dynasties.



